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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF KANSAS 

 
STEVEN DEHART, 
 Plaintiff, 
 

vs. Case No. 19-CV-____________ 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF  
THE COUNTY OF RILEY, KANSAS 
 Defendant. 
 

 
Notice of Removal 

Defendant submits this Notice of Removal from the 21st Judicial District, the District Court 

of Riley County, Kansas to the United States District Court for the District of Kansas pursuant to 

28 U.S.C. §§1441 and 1446 and D. Kan. Rule 81.1. 

1. Plaintiff filed a petition in the District Court of Riley County, Kansas against the 

Board of County Commissioners of the County of Riley, Kansas on February 19, 2019. 

2. A summons and copy of the petition were served upon the County Clerk on March 

4, 2019. This notice is filed within thirty days after service of the summons and petition. 

3. The petition asserts a claim that plaintiff was dismissed from employment in 

retaliation for exercising rights under the First Amendment of the United States Constitution. The 

allegations raise claims under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 for alleged violations under the First Amendment, 

specifically a claim of the deprivation of the right to free speech.  

4. The federal courts have original jurisdiction over all civil actions arising under the 

constitution, laws, or treaties of the United States. 28 U.S.C. § 1331. This action falls within the 

original jurisdiction of the federal court. Removal is therefore appropriate under 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1441(a).  
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5. In accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 1446(a) of copies the process and pleadings served 

upon the County are attached as Appendix A.  

6. No orders have been served upon defendants in the action. 

7. A copy of the written notice served upon the plaintiff this date that will be filed in 

state court is attached as Appendix B. 

Fisher, Patterson, Sayler & Smith, LLP 
3550 S.W. 5th Street  
Topeka, Kansas 66606 
Tel: (785) 232-7761 | Fax: (785) 232-6604 
dcooper@fisherpatterson.com  
llaushman@fisherpatterson.com 
 
s/dcooper@fisherpatterson.com  
David R. Cooper #16690 
Lauren E. Laushman #25776 
Attorneys for Defendant 

 
Certificate of Service 

I hereby certify that on the 27th day of March, 2019, I caused the foregoing document to 
be electronically submitted to the court as captioned above for filing. The same will be deemed 
filed as indicated on the court’s electronic file stamp. I further certify that a true and correct copy 
was mailed to pro se plaintiff on the date filed with the court addressed as follows: No one. 

 
/s/David R. Cooper  
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF RILEY COUNTY, KANSAS 
 
STEVEN DEHART, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

vs. Case No. 2019-CV-000038 
 

COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
OF RILEY COUNTY, 
 

Defendant.  
 

 
Entry of Appearance 

 
 David R. Cooper of Fisher, Patterson, Sayler & Smith, L.L.P., formally enters his 

appearance as counsel for defendant.  Such attorney requests that he be served with copies of any 

and all pleadings, notices, and other documents hereafter involved in this proceeding. 

 
FISHER, PATTERSON, SAYLER & SMITH, LLP 
3550 S.W. 5th Street  
Topeka, Kansas 66606 
Tel: (785) 232-7761 | Fax: (785) 232-6604 
dcooper@fisherpatterson.com  
llaushman@fisherpatterson.com 
 
s/David R. Cooper  
David R. Cooper #16690 
Lauren E. Laushman #25776 
ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANT 
 

  

ELECTRONICALLY FILED
2019 Mar 25 AM 10:06

CLERK OF THE RILEY COUNTY DISTRICT COURT
CASE NUMBER:  2019-CV-000038

Exhibit A to Notice of Removal
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Certificate of Service 

I hereby certify that on the 25th day of March, 2019, I caused the foregoing document to 
be electronically submitted to the district court as captioned above for filing.  The same will be 
deemed filed as indicated on the court’s electronic file stamp, providing notice to the following:  

 
Stephen D. Lanterman, #18844 
Ryan M. Brungardt, #27600 
SLOAN, EISENBARTH, GLASSMAN,  
   McENTIRE & JARBOE, LLC 
534 South Kansas Avenue, Suite 1000 
Topeka Kansas 66603-3432 
Off: (785) 357-6311 | Fax: (785) 357-0152 
slanterm@sloanlawfirm.com 
rbrungardt@sloanlawfirm.com 
 

 
/s/David R. Cooper 
 
  

Exhibit A to Notice of Removal
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Court: Riley County District Court

Case Number: 2019-CV-000038

Case Title: Steven D DeHart vs. County Board of Commissioners
of Riley County

Type: Order Extending Time to Plead

SO ORDERED.

/s/ Morgan A Clark, Deputy Clerk

Electronically signed on 2019-03-25 10:43:37     page 1 of 3

ELECTRONICALLY FILED
2019 Mar 25 AM 10:42

CLERK OF THE RILEY COUNTY DISTRICT COURT
CASE NUMBER:  2019-CV-000038
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF RILEY COUNTY, KANSAS 

 
STEVEN DEHART, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

vs. Case No. 2019-CV-000038 
 

COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
OF RILEY COUNTY, 
 

Defendant.  
 

 
Order Extending Time to Plead 

 
 NOW on this 25th day of March, 2019, the time for the defendant to plead to the Petition 

filed herein is extended for a period of fourteen (14) days pursuant to Supreme Court Rule No. 113.  

                                                 
  CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT  
 
 
PREPARED BY: 
  
FISHER, PATTERSON, SAYLER & SMITH, LLP 
3550 S.W. 5th Street  
Topeka, Kansas 66606     
Office: (785) 232-7761 | Fax: (785) 232-6604  
Email: dcooper@fisherpatterson.com 
 laushman@fisherpatterson.com 
 
 /s/David R. Cooper  
David R. Cooper #16690  
Lauren E. Laushman #25776 
Attorneys for Defendant 
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Certificate of Service 

I hereby certify that on the 25th day of March, 2019, I caused the foregoing document to 
be electronically submitted to the district court as captioned above for filing.  The same will be 
deemed filed as indicated on the court’s electronic file stamp, providing notice to the following:  

 
Stephen D. Lanterman, #18844 
Ryan M. Brungardt, #27600 
SLOAN, EISENBARTH, GLASSMAN,  
   McENTIRE & JARBOE, LLC 
534 South Kansas Avenue, Suite 1000 
Topeka Kansas 66603-3432 
Off: (785) 357-6311 | Fax: (785) 357-0152 
slanterm@sloanlawfirm.com 
rbrungardt@sloanlawfirm.com 
 

 
/s/David R. Cooper  
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF RILEY COUNTY, KANSAS 

STEVEN DEHART, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. Case No. 2019-CV-000038 

COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
OF RILEY COUNTY, 

Defendant.  

Notice of Removal 

TO: Clerk of the Court 
Riley County District Court 
Riley County Courthouse 
100 Courthouse Plaza 
Manhattan, KS 66502-0158 

Stephen D. Lanterman and Ryan M. Brungardt 
Sloan, Eisenbarth, Glassman McEntire & Jarboe, LLC 
534 South Kansas Avenue, Suite 1000 
Topeka Kansas 66603-3432 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 

Please take notice that the Board of County Commissioners of the County of Riley, Kansas, 

on the 27tht day of March, 2019, filed a Notice of Removal with appendices in the office of the 

Clerk of the United States District Court for the District of Kansas. Attached hereto is a copy of 

the Notice of Removal (without appendices attached) that is being filed with the federal court. 

FISHER, PATTERSON, SAYLER & SMITH, LLP 
3550 S.W. 5th Street  
Topeka, Kansas 66606 
Tel: (785) 232-7761 | Fax: (785) 232-6604 
dcooper@fisherpatterson.com  
llaushman@fisherpatterson.com 

s/David R. Cooper 
David R. Cooper #16690 
Lauren E. Laushman #25776 
Attorneys for Defendant 

Exhibit B to Notice of Removal
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Certificate of Service 

I hereby certify that on the 27th day of March, 2019, I caused the foregoing document to 
be electronically submitted to the district court as captioned above for filing.  The same will be 
deemed filed as indicated on the court’s electronic file stamp, providing notice to the following:  

 
Stephen D. Lanterman, #18844 
Ryan M. Brungardt, #27600 
SLOAN, EISENBARTH, GLASSMAN,  
   McENTIRE & JARBOE, LLC 
534 South Kansas Avenue, Suite 1000 
Topeka Kansas 66603-3432 
Off: (785) 357-6311 | Fax: (785) 357-0152 
slanterm@sloanlawfirm.com 
rbrungardt@sloanlawfirm.com 
 

 
/s/David R. Cooper  

Exhibit B to Notice of Removal
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF KANSAS 

 
STEVEN DEHART, 
 Plaintiff, 
 

vs. Case No. 19-CV-4002 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF  
THE COUNTY OF RILEY, KANSAS 
 Defendant. 
 

 
Designation of Place of Trial 

Defendant designates Topeka, Kansas as the place of trial. 

Fisher, Patterson, Sayler & Smith, LLP 
3550 S.W. 5th Street  
Topeka, Kansas 66606 
Tel: (785) 232-7761 | Fax: (785) 232-6604 
dcooper@fisherpatterson.com  
llaushman@fisherpatterson.com 
 
s/dcooper@fisherpatterson.com  
David R. Cooper #16690 
Lauren E. Laushman #25776 
Attorneys for Defendant 

 
Certificate of Service 

I hereby certify that on the 27th day of March, 2019, I caused the foregoing document to 
be electronically submitted to the court as captioned above for filing. The same will be deemed 
filed as indicated on the court’s electronic file stamp. I further certify that a true and correct copy 
was mailed to pro se plaintiff on the date filed with the court addressed as follows: No one. 

 
/s/David R. Cooper  
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF KANSAS 

 
STEVEN DEHART, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

vs. Case No. 5:19-cv-04022-HLT-KGG 
 

COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
OF RILEY COUNTY, 
 

Defendant.  
 

 
Unopposed Motion for Extension of Time 

Defendant moves the Court for an extension of time to and including April 17, 2019, in 

which to file its Answer. Defendant states: 

1. Defendant was served with the summons and petition on March 4, 2019. ECF 1, ¶ 

2 and ECF 1-1, ¶ 9. 

2. Defendant secured, on March 25, 2019, a clerk’s two-week extension under Kansas 

Supreme Court Rule 113, making defendant’s answer due April 8, 2019. 

3. This case was removed from state district court on March 27, 2019. ECF 1.  

4. Under F.R.Civ.P. 81(c)(2), a defendant that has not filed an who did not answer 

before removal must answer or present other defenses or objections within under these rules within 

the longest (A) 21 days after receipt of the initial pleading, (B) 21 days of service of summons, or 

(C) 7 days after the notice of removal is filed. The longest of these options is April 3, 2019, which 

time has not expired. 

5. This is the first such extension requested. 

Case 5:19-cv-04022-HLT-KGG   Document 5   Filed 04/03/19   Page 1 of 2
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6. Counsel for defendant requires additional time to meet with defendant’s 

constituents to prepare an answer the specific factual allegations in the petition and then prepare 

an answer to the petition. 

7. Counsel for plaintiffs were consulted do not oppose the requested extension of time. 

WHEREFORE, defendant requests an extension of time to and including April 17, 2019, 

in which to file its Answer. 

FISHER, PATTERSON, SAYLER & SMITH, LLP 
3550 S.W. 5th Street  
Topeka, Kansas 66606 
Tel: (785) 232-7761 | Fax: (785) 232-6604 
dcooper@fisherpatterson.com  
llaushman@fisherpatterson.com 
 
s/David R. Cooper  
David R. Cooper #16690 
Lauren E. Laushman #25776 
Attorneys for Defendant 

 
Certificate of Service 

I hereby certify that I electronically filed the foregoing on the 3rd day of April, 2019, a 
with the Clerk of the Court by using the CM/ECF system, which will send a notice of electronic 
filing to: 

 
Stephen D. Lanterman, #18844 
Ryan M. Brungardt, #27600 
Sloan, Eisenbarth, Glassman, McEntire & Jarboe, LLC 
534 South Kansas Avenue, Suite 1000 
Topeka Kansas 66603-3432 
Off: (785) 357-6311 | Fax: (785) 357-0152 
slanterm@sloanlawfirm.com | rbrungardt@sloanlawfirm.com 
 

/s/David R. Cooper  

Case 5:19-cv-04022-HLT-KGG   Document 5   Filed 04/03/19   Page 2 of 2
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